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In research we have conducted and during face-to-face discussions, students with disabilities have expressed opinions and concerns about computer technologies. Among these is the high cost of software and/or hardware that students need use a computer independently and effectively. Also, students have told us about how they often know little about which technologies could help them with their studies. While they may have heard about potentially useful computer technologies, students  may not have had a chance to try these, let alone know where to obtain these.. For these reasons the Adaptech Research Network  has created a project we call "Free and Inexpensive." Through this project we have undertaken the identification, testing, and compilation of a list of free and/or inexpensive ($200.00CDN or less) hardware and software that might be useful. Some of these are long-running demonstration version (30 days or more) while others are fully functional. The objective of gathering all of this software into one place is to give students the opportunity to try different computer technologies that could be helpful to them. Although there are excellent - and often very costly - computer products on the market which unfortunately are out of the range of what many students with disabilities can afford themselves, we think that the free and inexpensive alternatives are a good place to start. So students do not need to spend lots of money and then find that the expensive product does not work out for them. 

Our criteria for choosing these programs are that: (1) these cost less than $200.00CDN; and (2) they are tested by a member of our team to confirm that and it does what it claims. 

We are now actively looking to update our list and welcome suggestions. The items on our list come mainly from suggestions by students with disabilities and by campus based disability service providers. Please send your ideas about free and inexpensive (i.e., under $200.00CDN) software and hardware ideas that could help students with disabilities) to Catherine Fichten at catherine.fichten@mcgill.ca If possible, please include the name of the product and the product web site so we can get more information about it.

Our current top picks are below. For pricing and download information or to browse our current collection of free and inexpensive software and hardware go to our web site <www.adaptech.org> and click on  "Downloads" or simply type http://adaptech.dawsoncollege.qc.ca/fandi_e.php in your browser.

	Title
	Description

	ReadPlease: 


	Reads any text you see on your screen - all purpose text-to-speech software. Reads both English and French text and highlights words as it reads them. The size of the font can be adjusted as well as reading speed. It helps students proofread their work or reads existing or scanned text. This software is often recommended by students with learning disabilities and by students with visual impairments. 

	WordQ: 
	This is word prediction software - when you start typing a word it suggests several words for you to use chose from. It will also speak the word if you wish. This software is often recommended by students with learning disabilities and by students who are slow typists.

	OmniPage:
	This is software that is used together with a scanner to convert PDF files and printed documents into easily editable word processing and spreadsheet documents which can then be read by screen reading software such as ReadPlease.

	TextAloud:
	This software takes your computer's speech output and saves the sound file as an MP3 or WMA file that you can use on portable devices like iPods, handheld computers, and CD players.

	Microsoft Office XP Language Bar (English version only)
	The Office Language Bar, which is built into the English version of Office XP, provides speech recognition (dictation) and handwriting recognition. This software is often recommended by students with learning disabilities and by students who are slow typists.

	Antidote:
	This is a French spelling and grammar checker.


