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ADAPTECH RESEARCH NETWORK

The Adaptech Research Network is concerned with research on factors which help and those which hinder the inclusion of individuals with various disabilities in community life. In particular, we are interested in the role that higher education and the new computer and information technologies play in allowing individuals with a variety of disabilities to participate fully in the Canadian mainstream. Part of our mission is to disseminate our research findings to the community of practitioners and end users. We run a moderated electronic discussion forum. Its goal, and that of the Adaptech web site (www.adaptech.org), is to encourage dialogue about our research and to serve as a resource to the Canadian postsecondary education community.  Our methods include focus groups, structured interviews, and questionnaires as well as the identification of inexpensive and free software and hardware solutions to problems experienced by students with disabilities. 

Recently completed studies (1) provided data about how computer technologies are used by postsecondary students with disabilities; (2) explored similarities and differences between computer accommodations for students with disabilities in anglophone and francophone cegeps; (3) highlighted e-learning related views and concerns of campus based campus based disability service providers; (4) demonstrated that over a 12 year period Dawson College students with both physical and learning disabilities had grades and graduation rates that were virtually identical to those of non-disabled students; and (5) showcased a variety of free and inexpensive computer technologies that can assist individuals with disabilities. On our web page’s (www.adaptech.org) publications section provides additional information about our findings and the downloads section provides recommendations about free and inexpensive computer products.

