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Accessibility and Students with Disabilities

Team Members: Catherine S. Fichten (leader), Rhonda Amsel, Philip Abrami and Richard Schmid.
Coordinators: Jennison Asuncion, Maria Barile.
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This theme group addresses questions of accessibility. The technological revolution has had a tremendous impact on many aspects of life in the disability community. A key consequence has been to provide exciting traditional and lifelong learning opportunities that did not exist before. These offer promising new possibilities for an underemployed and undereducated group in an economy where valuable commodities are no longer physical goods but information and knowledge. Unfortunately, new techno-logical barriers are being erected where others have fallen. This need not—and should not—be the case. This theme group provides empirical data to assist colleges, universities, and decision makers at various levels of provincial and federal government in formulating policies and practices that promote cost-effective implementation of enabling technologies and accessible educational environments in and for the postsecondary education community. The very active and widely recognized Adaptech team concerned with issues of technology and accessibility works closely with the various CSLP teams involved in solution-oriented research regarding literacy. This collaboration ensures that proposed solutions will meet important criteria of accessibility and the inclusion of students with disabilities throughout Québec.
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