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“ompetencies



Canadian Post-secondary Students with
Disabillities

% 18 B 34% (Canadian University Survey Consortium, 2020, 2021; Fichten
et.al., 2018, 2019)

- 1 Accessibility supports in academic
Se’[tlngS (Fichten, Havel, Tremblay et.al., 2022)

- Need for equitable access in clinical
internShipS (Neal-Boylan, et.al., 2018)



Review of Literature

Mainly focused on

- Mental health concerns
- Psychology, Social Work, Law programs

- Frequently requested accommodations

Takeaways
« Importance of, and barriers to disclosure

» Need for mentorship
o Differences between visible & non-visible disabilities
» Lack of policy



Annotated Bibliography
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Goals of the Project

» Explore facilitators and barriers
» Include voices of three stakeholder groups

» Create ‘deliverables’




Method

Advisory Board Meeting
- Faculty
- Dean
- Students with disabilities
- Accessibility Centre Advisor
- Pedagogical Counsellor
Individual Interviews x 3 groups
- Faculty fieldwork/clinical supervisors
- AccessAbility Centre advisors

- Students with disabilities
Thematic Analysis

(n. 10)
(n. 8)
(n. 14)



Questions We Asked
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acilitators

rriers

sources

ssistive technologies
rategies

ole of the college
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Questions

1. Experience with disability and fieldwork/clinical internships
(only faculty and adapted services counsellors)

2. Barriers in fieldwork/clinical internship

3. Facilitators in fieldwork/clinical internship

4. Specific challenges faced by the participant group
5. Resources that could be helpful

6. Assistive technology that could be useful

/. Useful strategies/technigues/recommendations

8. Disclosure / self-identification
9. Success experiences (students only)
]

0. Challenges faced by the college (only faculty and service
providers)

11.Resources that would have been helpful



Theme

Description of theme

% of participants who mentioned each theme

Accessibility

Students n=14 Faculty n=7
! Advisors n=§

Accessibility supports

Communication

Self-identification by
students with
dizahilities

Knowledge

Policies /
legislation

Support, strategies/

res0Urces

Information about accessibility

supparts, functional
limitations, and concerns
regarding the clinical /
interns hip setting

Communication between
accessibility advisors, faculty,
on-zite supervisors, and
students

Attitudes and reactions to
charing of a disahility, az well
as possible benefits and
dizadvantages of sharing

Knowledge about disabilities
and the related accessibility
supparts as well as about
interns hip sites

Comments related to policies,
legizlation and procedures as
well az concerns about
students' rights and
responsibilities

Any supports and helpful
strategies and resources

79% 100% 100%




What Students Told Us

Need support for

»Communication

»Disclosure

»Assistive tech

»Mentorship / role models

>Visual representation of materials



What Faculty Told Us

Faculty Internship Supervisors need clarity

»Policy and protocol
»Confidentiality regulations
»Guidelines / best practices



What Accessibility Advisors Told Us

Need clarity
»Competencies being measured

»Fleldwork settings and appropriate
accommodations

»College policy and protocol
»Best practices / models of success



Emerging themes

ROLE OF ACESSIBILITY SERVICES



Toolkit

1. Digital Handouts:

» Annotated Bibliography: Equitable Access in Internship Settings
» Is There a Law, or Not?

» Best Practices tip sheet

» UDL for Clinical Educators

2. Resources: What's Already Out There

https://adaptech.org/research/internship-toolkit-for-students-with-disabilities-in-technical-programs/



3. Videos

»How-to's demonstrating tech

»Video on how technology Is being used Iin
clinical settings (mentorship/role model
idea)

»Video on disclosure

https://adaptech.org/research/internship-toolkit-for-students-with-disabilities-in-technical-programs/









Thank youl!
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www.adaptech.org

Alice Havel
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