Do We Need to Change the Web Accessibility Game Plan?


Type: 60 Minute Panel

Session Level: Beginner

Panelists:

Jared Smith
Associate Director, WebAIM.org
jared@webaim.org

John Foliot
Web Accessibility Coordinator, Stanford University
Co-chair, W3C HTML5 Accessibility Task Force
jfoliot@stanford.edu
Jennison Asuncion
IT Accessibility Researcher
jennison.asuncion@gmail.com
(Other panelists to be confirmed later)

Abstract
This panel will provide a discussion of current web accessibility efforts, whether they are effective or not, and how they can be improved.

Summary
Has web accessibility for people with disabilities advanced in recent years? Many believe that the gap between innovation and accessibility is widening (http://rebuildingtheweb.com/en/need-new-plan-to-make-web-accessible/). Some think that the accessibility of the web has not increased in recent years and that general innovation on the web is far out-pacing the rate of web accessibility innovation. They may argue that guidelines and standards are not sufficient for making modern web content fully accessible. They propose that we need to significantly change our approach and methodologies for web accessibility; that it's time for a 'reboot'.

At the same time, there are many in the web accessibility field that see great improvements in recent years. Assistive technology, particularly in the mobile arena, has greatly increased. They purport that the development, adoption, and implementation of WCAG 2.0, HTML5, ARIA, and other web specifications and guidelines are greatly increasing accessibility of web content. It is argued that web developers are increasingly aware of web accessibility and how to implement web accessibility into modern web content and applications. Despite these improvements, most still believe that a redoubling and refocusing of effort is necessary in order to significantly increase the future web accessibility for people with disabilities.

This panel will be represented by diverse participants, ranging from disability advocates, to web accessibility technologists, to people with disabilities. Each will present their viewpoint on the current state of web accessibility and how they think web accessibility can and should be improved. The panel will be open to allow audience participation and questions.

The following questions will be addressed: Is it time to rethink our approach to web accessibility? Is the traditional approach of following accessibility principles and guidelines optimal with web content and applications that are increasingly dynamic and rich? How can web accessibility be more mainstream and less stuffy and boring? Are current web accessibility guidelines sufficient for modern web content and applications?

This panel will investigate the current effectiveness of web accessibility, discuss whether a new game plan is necessary, and present how web accessibility advocates can greatly improve their efforts and enjoyment in making the web a better, more accessible place for everyone.

Key points

1. Are current web accessibility efforts effective considering current web innovations and changes?

2. What is the role of web accessibility guidelines, standards, and standards advocacy in furthering web accessibility?

3. Is web accessibility too pedantic, stuffy, technical, and boring? How can we make it more exciting?

4. How can web accessibility advocacy and education be more effective and mainstreamed?

5. Is it time to totally rethink the web accessibility game plan and 'reboot' our efforts?

